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“Framing Your Year” Through the Lens 

of Culturally Responsive Instruction
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HEAR and SEE EL SWD benefit from an infrastructure of 
collaboration

HEAR and SEE EL SWD benefit from a multi-tiered, data-
driven support system

Providing a World-Class Education in Prince William County Public Schools:
Reflecting, Refining, and Refocusing



Our Journey

3



Outcomes

• Discuss ways to facilitate collaborative dialogue 

supporting the achievement of English Learners 

Identified With a Disability (EL SWD)

• Why should we use organizing tools for collegial 

conversations?
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 To ensure alignment with culturally responsive instructional 

practice grounded in Title III, Title I and IDEA 2004 guidance

 To make connections between WIDA resources and  research-

based culturally responsive instruction

 To monitor standards-based instruction and assessment of EL 

SWD through a co-planning and monitoring tools



5

Reflection through     

the Administrator or 

Teacher Perspective
“Framing Today Together”

Visit your ‘two-column note taking organizer’.

Reflect on your current knowledge and 

professional practice aligned to standards and 

resources. 

Write notes in column for ‘Reflection One’.
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Where do you stand? 

Research-based practices from 

leaders in Special Education 

and in Second-Language 

Acquisition…
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A PWCS View
….Getting Started…
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1. How does our role fit into Division or school “monitoring 
systems” for academic achievement (i.e. the ‘Data Notebook’?

2. How does collaboration between special education, ESL-
endorsed, and content area teachers support individual needs 
and the achievement of English Learners Identified with a 
Disability (EL SWD)?

3. In a culturally and linguistically responsive school, classroom, 
or system within PWCS…

What’s required?
What’s recommended?
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What do my 

teachers/professional 

educators need to know 

about the expectations for 

the instruction of EL SWD?



PWCS Educators’ “Toolkit” Supporting 

EL Achievement

English Language 

Development (ELD) 
(Focus on Academic Language)

• WIDA ELD Standards & 

Resources (2007, Amplified 2012)

• WIDA Alternate MPIs (Draft 2011)

• ELP Assessment Results & 

Training Resources (ACCESS for 

ELLs / Alternate ACCESS for ELLs, and 

VA Alternatives)

Academic Content 

Standards

• VA Standards of Learning & 

Resources

• VA Alternate Standards of 

Learning (ASOL)

• PWCS Pacing Guides & 

Curriculum Resources
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Supporting English Learners 

Identified with Disabilities (EL SWD)
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• EL SWD benefit from planned lessons using content and 

language standards or objectives and a bank of 

interventions, accommodations and modifications to 

promote academic achievement and language acquisition 

in tandem

• EL SWD benefit from research-based practices for oral 

language and literacy interventions and instruction

• EL SWD benefit from research-based practices for 

academic achievement 



What does this “look like” for EL SWD?

• multiple modalities

• additional time for 

responding in class

• longer completion rates for 

tasks

• varied response options

• sentence frames with 

choices

• mediated learning

• sheltered instruction 

techniques

• differentiated instruction

• use of primary language

• frontloading vocabulary 

strategies

• graphic organizers for 

mediated learning

• interactive journals

• technology
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What co-planning dialogue

can be facilitated with

ESL-endorsed, special education, 

and content area educators that is 

supportive of EL SWD achievement?



Collaborating with colleagues to –

• Interpret each student’s academic achievement from the 

prior school year [i.e. most recent ACCESS scores, 

summative content assessments – Standards of 

Learning (SOLs), end-of-year grades]

• Identify the intersection between IEP Goals and English 

language development, as well as the distinctions
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What is Co-Planning 

Dialogue for EL SWD?



ESL-endorsed, content area, and special educators 

integrate… 

– meaningful WIDA CAN-DO language goals 

(Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing) into 

instructional planning and begin to see connections to 

content and language objectives

– Connect instructional planning to a plan for supporting 

progress and achievement of EL SWD in all class(es)
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How Can WIDA CAN-DO Language 

Goals Support Student Learning?
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…a tool to document the 

intersection and the 

distinctions…
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What is one way to 

monitor that the English 

Learner Program and 

Special Education 

documentation reflects 

collaborative 

decision-making for each 

EL SWD?
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Introduction to PWCS Tool:

“Required Monitoring of Student 

Records for K-12 English 

Learners Identified with a 

Disability (EL SWD)”
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Where do you see 

your role in 

facilitating 

collaborative 

decision-making?



“ESL-Endorsed Educators 

at the Table”

A few focused collaborative reminders…

 Indicator 3 – “An ESL-endorsed teacher of the student with knowledge 

about EL needs and services and relevant considerations related to 

ELs’ language and cultural background who has specific training will 

attend meetings involving eligibility determinations, determining or 

changing services, and reevaluations.”

Meetings - Evaluation/Reevaluation, Eligibility, 504, IEP, MDR

 Indicator 7 – “Access scores (i.e., overall composite score) … ELP 

levels and ESOL services … “
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Revisit Your 

Reflection through     

the Administrator or 

Teacher Perspective
“Framing Today Together”

Visit your ‘two-column note taking organizer’.

Reflect on your current knowledge and 

professional practice aligned to standards and 

resources. 

Write notes in column for ‘Reflection One’.
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Looking ahead, building together…

What are your next steps?

I will ________________________ so the 

student can …
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Resources Available to PWCS 

Educators to Support EL SWD
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• WIDA ELD Standards (2007 and 
2012 Amplification)

• WIDA Performance Definitions (for 
Language Domains organized by 
Discourse Level, Sentence Level and Word 
Level; 2012)

• WIDA Alternate Performance 
Definitions (Draft 2011)

• WIDA RtI2 Developing a 
Culturally and Linguistically 
Responsive Approach to 
Response to Instruction & 
Intervention (RtI2) for English 
Language Learners (Connecting to 
WIDA Standards, Assessments, and Other 
Resources; 2013)

• Completing the Individualized 

Education Program Manual 

(October 2013)

• 504 Procedural Manual (2013)

• VA DOE and PWCS Multi-Tiered 

Systems of Support (MTSS) 

Guidance

• VA DOE Special Education

• VA DOE Title III: English as a 

Second Language

https://www.wida.us/downloadLibrary.aspx
file:///C:/Users/hankindk/Downloads/WIDA_Performance Definitions_ListeningReading.pdf
file:///C:/Users/hankindk/Downloads/WIDA_Performance Definitions_SpeakingWriting (1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/hankindk/Downloads/AlternateACCESSPerfDefs (3).pdf
file:///C:/Users/hankindk/Downloads/WIDA_RtI2_forELLs (4).pdf
http://manuals.specialeducation.departments.pwcs.edu/modules/groups/integrated_home.phtml?gid=2147932&sessionid=1f99ef18c96f6d202191b2b7bdd3ac2b
http://manuals.specialeducation.departments.pwcs.edu/modules/groups/integrated_home.phtml?gid=2147932&sessionid=1f99ef18c96f6d202191b2b7bdd3ac2b
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/virginia_tiered_system_supports/index.shtml
http://ceis-l.specialeducation.departments.pwcs.edu/modules/groups/integrated_home.phtml?gid=2151711&sessionid=922ea55d02a16c68be3a418b29e3c82f
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/esl/index.shtml


Contact Information
Office of English Learner 

Programs and Services

• Director: Janine Sadki, 

sadkijp@pwcs.edu

• DLA & EL Intervention 

Specialist: Donna Hankins, 

hankindk@pwcs.edu

• Specialist for ELs in Special 

Programs: Eileen Lockhart, 

lockhaex@pwcs.edu

Office of Special 

Education

• Director: Jane Lawson, 

lawsonjm@pwcs.edu

• Supervisor, Compliance, 

Private Placements, 504: 

Cathy Radford, 

radfordc@pwcs.edu
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THANK YOU!
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